Abstract-The objective of this study was to examine the influence of socio-demographic factors on severe weather concern, knowledge and preparedness among urban and semi-urban residents of Malaysia. Results indicated that a broad-based education approach could be used to enhance community preparedness to severe weather risks as age, education level, gender and ethnicity did not influence all the variables of the study.
Some of the notable hydrological incidents are as listed in [5] , income [6] , geographic location) [7] , age [8] and gender [9] influenced risk perception and disaster preparedness. In this vein, a study was conducted to examine the influence of socio-demographic factors on severe weather preparedness among Malaysian residents.
METHODOLOGY
The study utilized a cross-sectional research design using to 0 Levels), while the rest had diplomas (24.1%) and degree (Bachelor, Masters and PhD) (40 %). As the respondents were from urban and semi urban areas, it is therefore expected that they are more educated as compared to rural communities in the country.
About 40% of the respondents had an average monthly income of above RM5000 (USD 1670). An average monthly income for urban population of Malaysia for 2012 was reported to be at RM5742 [10] . Almost a quarter of the respondents (24%) had household income of less than RM2500 per month and this represents the low income group of the population. and ranges from 1 to 13 marks. Majority of respondents (96%)
were able to answer correctly only S7 (50%) of the questions.
Although the urban respondents had a slightly higher knowledge (m=4.6) as compared to semi-urban respondents (m=4.4) but as showed by the independent t-test conducted, there was no significant differences between them, t (126) =4.136, p>.05. Although the knowledge level of male was slightly higher than that of female but there were no significant differences observed, t (126)=.362, p>0.5. The knowledge score was further categorized in three levels namely low (score of 0-4), moderate (5-9) and high (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) . Majority of respondents were in the low (48.4%) and moderate (50%) level of knowledge on severe weather.
Based on analyses of variance (ANOY As), there was no significant difference in knowledge amongst different ethnic (Malay, Chinese and Indians) groups and education level (secondary school, college and tertiary). It was also found that there is no significant relationship between age and knowledge.
Overall, the findings seem to indicate that knowledge about severe weather is rather low and it was not dependent on age, gender, education level and ethnicity and differing location of residence which is either urban or semi urban region.
Socio-demographic factors and concern for the weather
There were four questions gauging the concern/interest about the weather. The statements were gauged using Likert scale type response format (0 to 3) ranging from yes always (3); yes, often (2); sometimes (1) to no, not at all (0). The total maximum score for the variable is 12 and the results showed that the respondents were moderately concern about the weather as the reflected in the mean score of 8.66. A one sample t-test showed that the respondents were very concern about the weather (M=8.66 from a score of 12) with a positive mean difference against the mid-point score of six (t (129=14.27, p<O.S).
Regarding concern for weather, the findings indicated that there were no significant difference between location of residents, gender, age, ethnicity, education and knowledge level with concern about the weather. The findings seem to suggest that the demographic characteristics do not influence concern about the weather. A question was asked to the respondents as to whether they have insurance as one of the preparedness strategy for facing the risks of severe weather. It is expected to observe that 66.7%
of the respondents did not hold any insurance. On the contrary, majority (86%) of the respondents rated that they were personally afraid (response of yes, very and at time) of severe weather and they (80%) reported that they felt that they were welllpartly-informed about severe weather. The lack of concern regarding insurance may be due to the fact that majority of the respondents had not experienced their homes being damaged by lightning (74.4%), hit by storm (86%) and hit by flood (79%).
CONCLUSION AND IMPLICA nON
This inquiry is a preliminary study with the objective to gauge the general knowledge, concern, preparedness and experiences of the community regarding severe weather. On the whole, the results appear to suggest that socio-demographic factors such as gender, income, ethnicity and education do not influence knowledge, concern and preparedness to severe weather. The geographic location too was not found to influence all the variables of the study.
These results seem to differ with some of the previous findings but it seems to concur with observations made by Basolo et aI.,
2009 [11] where looking across preparedness studies, sociodemographic variables had produced inconsistent or mixed results. From the findings, it seems that a broad based education approach can be used in inducing preparedness among the Malaysian population particularly in urban and semi urban region as most of the demographic factors studied are not found to effect knowledge, concern and preparedness to severe weather risks.
The findings suggest that although majority of respondents are very concern about the severe weather risks but the fundamental knowledge regarding its impacts and how to response appropriately is somewhat low. As severe weather patterns are forecasted to increase in intensity and frequencies in the future, it is imperative that relevant Malaysian Government agencies and NGOs embark on enhancing public awareness and preparedness to severe weather risks.
There are several limitations of the present study. 
